+BIWALI KICKS OFF

A¥SLC LIBRARY

Hindu festival of lights kicks
off seventh year at SLC library

By Jupy Fanys
The Sall Lake Tribune

- Geeta Behl, of Taylorsville,
found  herself transported
thousands of miles back home,
only with new friends and ina
new place: the downtown Salt
Lake City Library.

But it would be hard to tell
from her broad smile and
crystalstudded Indian dress if
it fell short of the Diwali, or
festival of lights, that she left
behind a decade ago.
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“Wejust like being intouch |

with India," sha said Saturday,
waiting in line for a henna tat-
too, while her 6-year-old son
watched a magic show, “It
brings us all together,”
' This year's Diwali at the 1i-
brary, now a tradition of seven
vears, drew more than 500
people. Whether their roots
wire in Nepal, India, Malay-
#ln, Bangladesh or somewhere
oliw, they filled the room with
the sami sort of giddy excite-
ment nssocinted with Christ-
s or Honulkkah.
City Library Director Beth
i holped organlzer Riti
B mag;arhghtthe]amp toget
fheu@lebratmn under way as
children giggled and squirmed

joyAully in their seats. The '

lamplighting symbolized the
friumph of the good in life over

e bad. ;

Then Ashtok Joshi, the
former owner, president and
chief executive officer of the
advanced materials company,
Salt Lake City-based Cera-
matee Ine,, urged everyene to
use the ﬁvwday celebration to
become more giving, forgu:rmg
and loving.

“And if we do that, not only
can we say ‘Happy Diwali' to
others, but we can say Happy
Diwali to ourselves,” he said.

“In that spirit, Joshi donated
$10,000 to the India Cultural
Center of Utah in South Jor-
dan, aco—spunsorofSaturﬂay’s
event.

The crowd emuyed a sam
pling of new and ol 1 0

Diyya vaamp. ol P@l‘j
formed the traditional “Van-
dana,” or Dance of the En-
chanfress.  And = seven

students twirled through the
Kathak dance in shimmery,
vivid dresses catching the
lights, their cuffs of ankle bells
fueling = the crowd's
enthusiasm.

A children's choir sang,
Teen girls had the audience
clapping the rhythm of their
Bollywood dance,

' “By daneing, they worship
the goddess,” sald Safi

Safiullah, one of the festival
OrEANIZers.

Safiullah calls the event an
important bridge between tra-
ditions that many Hindus
grew up with and those they
are coming to know, For him,
bringing the celebration to his
home of 23 years fills a gap. He
sajd it makes him think to
himself: “Is it not great to see
this thing happening?"
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 DivyaNarayanan
performs the
traditional "Vandana,”
or Dance of the
Enchantress, during
Diwali, or festival of
lights, on Saturday at
the Salt Lake City Maln
Library.



